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In the absence of the Chair of the Committee, the First Vice President of the Assembly and Principal Delegate of Costa Rica, Gloria Valerín, opened the first session of the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, in accordance with Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM and with the decision adopted during the informal meeting.  The Second Vice President of the Assembly and Principal Delegate of Uruguay acted as Vice Chair of the session. 

Proposed by El Salvador, Ms. Luisa Solchaga, Alternate Delegate of Mexico, was elected Rapporteur. 


The Acting Chair presented item 2.3 on the agenda, Women and Human Rights, for consideration by the participants.  To start the discussion , she invited three special guests who had been asked to present it, to take the floor.  The first to speak was Dr. Marta Altolaguirre, member of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) and Special Rapporteur of Women’s Rights.  She presented a report on the background to the creation of the Rapporteur’s Office and on the objectives and activities of that Commission with respect to the promotion of women’s human rights.


Next to speak was Mr. Yvon Dandurand, Director of Policy Development and Human Rights of the International Center for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy inVancouver, Canada.  He gave a lengthy and detailed presentation of the project entitled "Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis (CIM/doc.6/00), sponsored by the CIM. 


Finally, Mr. William Cartwright, Assistant Executive Director of the International Human Rights Law Institute of the University of DePaul, Chicago, provided the latest information on progress being made with the project entitled "Women and Human Rights. TraffIcking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas. Research Findings
”  (CIM/doc.7/00), conducted jointly by the CIM and the Inter-American Children’s Institute.


The Chair invited the Delegations to make comments, contribute to the discussion, and ask the speakers questions. The Delegates asked the guests numerous questions and congratulated them and the CIM for the projects they were undertaking.  They also described measures being taken in their countries to combat violence against women and analyzed the obstacles they still encounter. 


Recommendations were made with regard to strengthening working relations between the CIM and the IACHR’s Office of the Special Rapporteur for Women’s Rights and specific proposals were put forward for treatment of the subject of violence and human rights at the next Summit of the Americas to be held in Quebec, Canada, in 2001.  The Delegate of Peru suggested recommending to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, which was created in the OAS framework and is based in Santiago, Chile, that it conduct a study on typification of the criminal nature of acts related to violence against women, and in general of domestic violence. For that, it would take into account the standards established in the Convention of Belém do Pará and in the studies and suggestions made by the CIM and the Office of the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR, with which it will coordinate closely.  It will also attempt to involve the Inter-American Agency for Integral Development (IAID) and other international entities and organizations in the preparation of that study. 


The Chair thanked the delegations taking part and the speakers for their contributions and comments, and adjourned the session at 6:00 p.m. 
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