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(Item 7 on the agenda)

The Twenty-ninth Assembly of Delegates, held in November 1998, adopted resolution CIM/RES. 208 (XXIX-O/98), "The Inter-American Commission of Women and Civil Society," which instructs the Executive Committee, in collaboration with the principal delegates, to implement this initiative for increasing communication and joint efforts between the CIM and NGOs working on women’s issues.

In fulfillment of that resolution, the Executive Committee, at its first regular meeting, held in February 1999, adopted Agreement No. 7, instructing the Executive Secretary to request that each principal delegate provide a list of 10 nongovernmental organizations in her country that work in the CIM’s priority areas of action.

To that end, the Secretariat sent a note to the principal delegates in March 1999, attaching a form on which to submit the information requested.  The request was repeated in August 1999.  The following countries have forwarded the information requested:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, United States, Saint Lucia, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  The following countries have yet to forward their responses:  Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominica, El Salvador, Grenada, Haiti, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.

With the information received, on a total of 150 organizations, the CIM created a database into which it also entered approximately 700 NGOs from lists obtained by the Permanent Secretariat from other inter-American agencies and OAS specialized organizations.  The Secretariat established links to the NGOs via the CIM Web page, which will be updated as information becomes available.

Substantial progress has been made during the last five years at the Organization of American States (OAS) in terms of NGO participation in its activities.  Resolutions on the matter have been adopted, including "The Organization of American States and Civil Society
” [AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00)], in which the General Assembly adopted the "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities
" previously adopted by the Permanent Council in CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).  These guidelines are a response to the growing demands of civil society organizations for increased participation in various areas of the Organization and for greater access to information on its programs and activities.  Appendix I reports on the evolution of cooperative relations between NGOs and the OAS.

It should be noted that, within the United Nations system, the relationship between the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and NGOs has been adjusted over the last 20 years in response to new realities, opening the doors of the Council to civil society.  This has meant substantial progress in implementing the items on the United Nations agenda and in publicizing its objectives and activities.  During the 1990s, increased participation by civil society was evident at world summits and international conferences, especially in the area of gender and women’s issues.  Various actions and measures have been taken to increase cooperation with NGOs throughout the system, in all spheres of activity. 

This document is presented to the Assembly of Delegates in fulfillment of the mandate on information about its activities set forth in resolution CIM/RES. 208 (XXIX-O/98).  Also presented is the program of activities forming the basis for increased NGO participation in CIM activities and programs on a more permanent basis, in follow-up to the aforementioned resolution and OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (Section IV, Lines of Action, item 2.2.5).

The following activities constitute a long-term plan to be executed in various stages, according to the availability of human and financial resources.

I. GENERAL OBJECTIVE

a.
Continue to fulfill the mandates contained in resolution CIM/RES. 208 and AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), assigned by the Assembly of Delegates and the General Assembly of the OAS, concerning closer ties with civil society organizations and their increased participation, in collaboration with the principal delegates.

b. Provide a structure for the development and operation of the register of NGOs, so as to enhance communication and collaboration with them, in keeping with the Guidelines governing NGO participation in the OAS with respect to legal requirements, structure, and operation.

c. Classify NGOs by subject area for ease of reference.

d.
Make maximum use of the Internet and e-mail for the exchange of information with NGOs, so as to simplify communication, expedite the procedure, and minimize paperwork, mailing, and fax expenses.


A.
REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITION

1. First, current data will be collected on existing NGOs.  In principle, approximately 10 NGOs per country will be entered, in order to maintain equitable geographic representation and a system of communication throughout the Hemisphere.  The Secretariat will request that women’s ministries and other government agencies working on women’s issues, as well as regional and national NGO networks, provide names of NGOs working in the five priority areas of the CIM:  labor, education, health, elimination of violence, and eradication of poverty.

2. Secondly, the Permanent Secretariat will send a note to the NGOs informing them that a selection process has begun, and inviting them to complete a questionnaire expressing their interest in accreditation.  The questionnaire will be prepared by the Secretariat, and will follow the Guidelines with respect to registration requirements and documentation to be attached (by-laws, legal status, governing body, financial resources, etc.). 

3. The Permanent Secretariat will receive the applications and verify that the formal requirements have been met and the requested documentation provided.  It will examine the requests submitted and will inform the Executive Committee of the NGOs selected. 

4. When the NGOs have been accredited, the Secretariat will organize the register according to the five areas of the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM mentioned in paragraph 1 above.  The register will also be organized by categories:  NGOs of a local nature (provincial or national), regional NGOs (MERCOSUR Women’s Forum, CLADEM), and NGO networks.  Priority will be given to NGO networks throughout the registration and accreditation process.

II. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

A. EXCHANGE AND COOPERATION ACTIVITIES

1. The accredited NGOs will be invited to present reports to the Permanent Secretariat on activities they have carried out that are related to CIM objectives.

2. The NGOs will be invited, as observers, to attend the Assembly of Delegates and meetings of the Executive Committee, as well as other regional meetings and meetings of experts organized by the CIM on topics related to the specific areas of activity of the NGOs.

3. So as to promote the incorporation of the gender perspective in all areas of civil society, the Secretariat proposes to establish alliances and increase cooperation with NGOs which, within the priority areas of the CIM’s Strategic Plan of Action, promote women’s participation in power and decision-making structures, equal opportunity for women in work-related and economic areas, and the eradication of poverty.  To that end, the CIM will encourage strategies for research and activities with NGOs involved in areas such as:

a. Electoral campaigns and the political agenda of women; description of female candidates’ personalities; opinion polls; and advice from international experts.  The media have a strong influence on public opinion and on the persistence or abandonment of discriminatory stereotypes affecting women’s lives.

b. The media and gender stereotypes; training programs for journalists, not only as transmitters of information, but also as builders of reality.

c. Women’s participation in economic growth and development; coaching and training to improve women’s access to credit and strengthen their microenterprise skills; information technology; and training for NGOs to improve financial management and fundraising.

4. Thought will be given to using resources from the CIM Seed Fund to fund projects and programs with NGOs whose objectives are in keeping with the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and with the Summit mandates. 

5. One option to be considered by the CIM is the creation of an advisory committee comprising government and NGO representatives to provide advice and guidance on topics and programs and access to experts in specific areas, and to develop joint CIM-NGO activities.

APPENDIX I

The Evolution of Cooperative Relations between NGOs and the OAS

Background

Since its inception, the Organization of American States has entered into cooperative relations with nongovernmental organizations.  Various organs and entities of the Organization, within their statutory objectives, have developed various kinds of relationships with national and international organizations.  In addition to the specific provisions of the OAS Charter, in 1971, the “Standards on Cooperative Relations between the Organization of American States and the United Nations, Its Specialized Agencies, and Other National and International Organizations” [AG/RES. 57 (I-O/71)] were adopted at the first regular session of the General Assembly.  Another key event was the 1994 Summit of the Americas, whose declaration underscored the role of civil society organizations in strengthening and perpetuating democratic institutions.


In 1994, the General Secretariat continued its efforts to enhance communication with NGOs with which it has cooperation ties by requesting current information on their activities and their executive officers. 


Moreover, since 1995, the OAS Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies have been working to increase the extent of NGO participation in OAS activities.  The Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, established by the General Assembly as a Permanent Council committee in 1999, has prepared the "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities
" [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)], endorsed by the General Assembly in June 2000 through resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00), "The Organization of American States and Civil Society."

Summary of the NGO Accreditation Procedure

The Guidelines and the OAS Charter (Articles 91.d, 95.d, 103, and 112.h) form the legal basis for cooperative relations between the OAS and NGOs.  The Guidelines establish clear, transparent, and modern procedures for interaction between civil society and the political organs of the OAS.

“Civil society organization” as defined in the Guidelines is:  "any national or international institution, organization, or entity made up of natural or juridical persons of a nongovernmental nature."

The General Secretariat maintains a register of all civil society organizations approved by the Permanent Council, which is published on the OAS Web page.  To date, it lists four accredited organizations that have met the procedural requirements for registration and forwarded all documentation requested [(CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), Article 6].


The three main steps of the procedure may be summarized as follows:

1. An application is directed to the OAS Secretary General, who refers it to the Committee on Civil Society Participation (hereinafter “the Committee”);

2. The Committee examines the application, makes recommendations, and submits it to the Permanent Council;

3. The Permanent Council takes a decision.


The application must contain the following information:

1. Name or company name, information on incorporation, and the names of the members of its governing body and legal representatives;

2. Primary areas of activity and how these relate to OAS activities;

3. Reasons for its interest in participating;

4. Documentation that must be attached:  charter or constitution, by-laws, most recent annual report, institutional mission statement, financial statements for the previous fiscal year, and sources of funding.

The conditions for eligibility of NGOs and the requirements for their participation in OAS conferences and meetings of the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies are specifically regulated (Articles 8 and 12).  The Committee reviews these factors and issues a recommendation.

Once accredited, NGOs are authorized to participate in OAS conferences according to the formal requirements set forth in Article 12, and to attend and participate in meetings of the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies (Article 13).  Their responsibilities are set forth in Article 11, and consist mainly of answering inquiries and providing advisory services to the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS; disseminating information on OAS activities; and presenting an annual report to the General Secretariat.  The Guidelines contain provisions on the suspension or cancellation of registration and the duration of such suspension (Articles 15, 16, and 17).
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